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Fig. 3. Geological map showing the area between Lake Argentino and Last Hope Inlet (from Hauthal in Wilckens
1907a).
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Fig. 4. Stratigraphy between Lonquimay (Chile) and Las Lajas (Argentina) (from Burckhardt 19005)

Fig. 5. (a) Rudolph Hauthal (1854—1928); (b) Santiago Roth (1850—-1924); (¢) Carl Burckhardt (1869—-1935); and

(d) Francisco P. Moreno (1852-1919).
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countless observations were made and thousands of
samples were collected and studied by the Museum
staff or third-party collaborators.

Explorations and research were carried out
within a true team effort, with precise instructions
and as quickly as possible in relation to the available
resources. Field trips were executed following writ-
ten instructions drawn up by Moreno, who, in most
instances, oversaw them personally on the ground.
There he discussed the reasons for the studies, the
goals to be achieved, the topographic and geolog-
ical maps to be drawn, the fossils and rocks to be
collected and the arrangements to be made for ship-
ping the collections to the museum, the trip logistics
and the responsibilities of each party member (e.g.
Moreno 1896). Nothing was improvised and routes
and alternative tasks were anticipated. The material
collected in the field was studied immediately by
the Museum staff or specialists from other institu-
tions and the results of the work were released
immediately, mostly through the Museum’s own
publications.

Thus, in just 10 years, a virtually unexplored
region of Argentina hundreds of thousands of square
kilometres in size was studied. The advancement of
the geographical and geological knowledge pro-
duced in such a short period can be considered as
one of the most important in the history of these sci-
ences in the country.

Only four men had primary responsibility for all
this work: Rudolph Hauthal (1854—1928) (Fig. 5a),
Santiago Roth (1850-1924) (Fig. 5b) and Carl
Burckhardt (1869-1935) (Fig. 5c), who made the
discoveries in the field, and Francisco P. Moreno
(1852-1919) (Fig. 5d), who planned and oversaw
all tasks from the field studies to the printing of pub-
lications. It is not surprising that Moreno (1896), in
recommending more systematic work, looked for-
ward to the time when ‘a dozen of active geologists’
could investigate the country.

This paper benefited from comments and suggestions made
by two anonymous reviewers.
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